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right of passage through the duchy for the German
army. A gendarme or two protested, and there was
an end of it. Luxembourg was like the nest of field-
mice in the path of the reaping machine, and could
do nothing to stay the onset. Upon the same day
German cavalry patrols crossed the Alsatian border.

At seven o'clock that evening came the celebrated
ultimatum to Belgium. The views of Germany on
the binding nature of treaties had not been concealed
from the world. Sir Edward Grey had already asked
both the French and German Governments for an
assurance that they would respect the neutrality of
Belgium so long as no other Power violated it. He
received from France at once the fullest assurance,
but from Germany an ambiguous and disquieting
answer. Germany indeed said that she considered
that certain hostile acts had already been com-
mitted by Belgium. The stage was being set for a
new version of the fable of the Wolf and the Lamb.
The ultimatum which Germany sent upon the 2nd
August demanded a passage through Belgium for
German troops. If Belgium assented and main-
tained a benevolent neutrality, Germany undertook,
at the conclusion of the war, to evacuate her territory
and guarantee in full her independence. If she re-
fused, Germany would be regretfully compelled to
treat her as an enemy. The thunderbolt had fallen,
and all that night the Belgian statesmen discussed
the terms of their reply.

Meanwhile on that Sunday things were moving
faster in Britain. The Naval Reserves were called
out, and a moratorium was proclaimed for the pay-
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